In a Glass of His Own

Johnson Wagner netehed his fifth straight MGA major with a victory at the

Met Open, and cop?eted the calendar-year MGA Slam. His next stop?
The PGA Tour’s Qualifying School By Alan Bastable and Richard J. Cerame
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par-five fifth, to broaden his advantage

to four strokes over the only real chal-
lenger, his playing partner Rob Labritz, :
a 31-year-old club pro from GlenArbor
in Westchester County. “Johnson plays
with no fear,” said Labritz, who played
in the PGA Championship in August :
and also plans to attend Q-School.“He -

reminds me a lot of the Tour players
already out there”

While Labritz was steady, he made :

the turn exactly where he had begun:
three strokes behind Wagner. And with

just one birdie on the back nine and a
fate-sealing double-bogey on the 449~

yard, par-four 17th, he could not
orchestrate a final push, finishing five
strokes back, alone in second place.

Wiagner, the only player to card both
his first two rounds in the 60s, had be- |
gun the day with the opportunity to be-

come the first player to win all three

MGA majors in the same year and the
first to win the Met Open both as an
amateur and as a professional. And to do :
so on one of the country’ legendary lay-
outs. “With everything I’ve done and :

won this year, I put a lot of pressure on
. Wagner’s and a member of the host club.
: “[His play] didn’t surprise me,” said Svo-

myself to win,” he said.“I was nervous.”
With the exception of that double

bogey, however, he never showed it, :
striking exacting irons through the
switling winds with R olex-like consis-
¢ teur in a playoff.“I brought him out here

tency. He matched his birdies on the

i front nine with a pair on the back: at

the par-four 11th and the 535-yard par-
five 12th.“T hit the ball well today un-

. der the toughest conditions by far,” he

said after closing bogey-bogey for an
even-par 70.“I would have liked to have
had all my rounds in the 60s, but a win’s

" 2 win.” And $23,000, the first-place

prize, is $23,000.
Mark Mielke, the head pro from Mill

- River, also posted a final-round 70 to
: finish in a tie for third with Trump Na-
. tional’s John Nieporte (son of Winged
. Foot head pro,Tom) at three-over-par
: 213.Adam Fuchs of Hamlet Windwatch
 G&CC was the low amateur, finishing
. tied for 15th at 220.

Among the top amateurs absent from

the field (because the timing of the
* event conflicted with the U.S. Amateur)

was 22-year-old Svoboda, a friend of

boda, who was home in time to watch
Wagner’s final round after missing qual-
ifying for match play at the U.S. Ama-
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nértad Cone Technology. By meticulously milling the back of the clubface our engineers spread

't'h,é‘fUSGA's legal limit COR all over the front of the face. So even mishits go farther down the fairway.



last Wednesday to see the course [for the :
first time], and he shot 66 while bogey- :

ing the last two holes.

“I definitely think he’s capable of tak-
ing it to the next level,” continued Svo-
boda, the reigning Westchester Amateur
champion. “He’s got every shot: he hits :
the ball long and straight, he’s a good :
putter, has a good short game—and he |

has a great attitude.”

Svoboda should know. Just three :
weeks earlier he had squared off with :
Wagner in the final of the 100th Met :
Amateur Championship at The Piping :

Rock Club on Long Island.

That Svoboda and Johnson would :
lock horns in the final match was hard- : §
ly a surprise. Svobada, a star on the St. :
John’s University golf team, had fired a
six-under-par 136 (70-66) in on-site Svoboda (left) battled hard at Piping

qualifying to earn the number one seed | Rock, while Labritz (above) brought a

i well balanced game to Winged Foot, but

in the match-play portion of the cham-

pionship. Meanwhile, Wagner’s rounds
of 72-66 notched him the No. 2 seed—
and an intriguing first-round match with |
five-time Met Amateur champion :

George Zahringer IIT of Deepdale.

neither could keep up with Wagner.

Zahringer, 49, is the only other golfer :
i to have captured the Met Amateur and
i Met Open crowns in the same season

: (1985), and he had more victories in the
- Met Amateur than all of the 16 match-
- play qualifiers combined. In what may
. have been the final determinant in the
. recent changing of the guard in the Met
i Area, Wagner posted six birdies to close
. out the match on the 14th hole by a
. 6-and-4 margin. He continued to sizzle
¢ in his afternoon quarterfinal match with
i a 5-and-3 win over 33-year-old Mark
i Thompson of Plandome.

Day two brought one of the most an-

! ticipated semifinal matches in recent
© years: Wagner versus 20-year-old Mar-
! | tin Catalioto of Darlington, the youngest
© player among the final 16 and one of the
§ | hottest. The two-time MGA Junior
¢ champion and sophomore at Clemson
! University was coming off a 4-and-3
i quarterfinal win over veteran Jerry
Courville Jr. of Shorehaven, a three-time
¢ Met Amateur winner and the 1995 U.S.
i Mid-Amateur champion.

Catalioto clawed his way to a 1-up
lead through eight against Wagner, but
he faltered with bogeys on the ensuing
three holes and was never able to re-
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